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The Role of Podcasts  
in HASS Teaching  
and Learning
Mr Marco Cimino, Magdalene Catholic College, Smeaton Grange, New South Wales

Introduction
What role, if any, do podcasts play in the teaching 
and learning of HASS? Can they help bridge that 
divide which is the false dichotomy of HASS vs STEM? 
This article draws on personal experience through the 
work of the recently developed ‘Oh, the Humanities! 
(and Social Sciences)’ podcast in order to answer 
these questions.

The Pod Has Been Cast
Back in 2016, I began a monthly Twi!er chat using the 
hashtag #HASSchat. It took place on the last Thursday 
of every month at 7:30pm and had a different focus 
every month. Some topics included technology in HASS, 
literacy in HASS, and innovation in HASS. It enjoyed 
moderate success, with educators from around Australia 
taking part. In 2017, I made the decision to convert the 
Twi!er chat into a podcast with the intention of reaching 
a wider audience, and allowing educators to access 
professional learning whenever, and wherever they 
want, and it launched in January of 2018.

Through my teaching experience and conversations with 
other HASS educators, the question about the relevance 
of HASS always comes up. My response to this question 
is always the same: HASS always has, and always will 
be, relevant to the world. Regardless of which agenda 
is being pushed by governments, industries, or the 
media, HASS will always play a part in ensuring that 
people are informed and active citizens. Yes, the study 
of HASS subjects seems to be declining, but that does 
not mean that people are not utlising the skills that 
HASS offers. The work being done by HASS teachers 
is immense, and they are striving to ensure that their 
student’s develop the critical capacities (critical thinking, 
collaboration, and empathy for example) required to 
engage in the world in an active manner. Because of 
the tireless work being done by HASS educators, HASS 
will never fall to the wayside, and nor should it. This 
is where I believe podcasts play a critical role: as they 
increase in popularity, they provide teachers access 
to quality teaching and learning strategies whenever 
and wherever they want in order to be!er serve their 
students.

Why Can’t We All Just Get Along?
I once saw an image that someone had shared via 
social media that read something along the lines of: 
“STEM tells you how to build nuclear weapons, but the 
Humanities tell you why you shouldn’t.” This is a false 
dichotomy. HASS and STEM could, and should, work 
together to further develop student’s skills. Again, this 
is where podcasts play a vital role in bridging the gap 
in the HASS vs STEM debate. There seems to be a silo 
mentality within education that say that HASS and 
STEM are not to be mixed, or even, at war with each 
other. Many of the guests I have had on my podcast 
spoke about ways in which HASS and STEM can work 
together to achieve the same ends: quality learning for 
students. There are many examples as to how HASS 
and STEM can work together: for example, coding can 
be utilised in Geography to create weather stations 
that collect data which can then be interpreted and 
analysed, AI can be analysed regarding its ethics in 
Philosophy, and History classes can be enriched by the 
use of a Makerspace. This again shows how podcasts 
can help quash the false dichotomy of HASS vs STEM: 
it breaks down the silos of ‘us’ vs ‘them’ through a more 
accessible professional learning library.

Biographies
Marco Cimino is a 7-12 HSIE, VET, and Religious Education teacher from South-West Sydney. He is the creator and host of a 
podcast titled ‘Oh, the Humanities! (and Social Sciences)’. The podcast can be located by visiting <marcociminoedu.wordpress.
com/> and Marco can be found on Twitter via @MrMCimino.

write it
make it

film it

Want to get involved?
Stage 1: You can start working on your entry right away, 
either individually or as part of a team. Your entry 
should highlight the value of tax and/or super in the 
community. There are no limits on what you can  
submit but examples include: 

Write It — short stories, a script or a marketing proposal 
Make It — artworks, comic strips, songs or a prototype  
   of an app or game 
Film It — videos, skits or music clips.

Stage 2: The shortlisted entrants will be invited to 
submit a video pitch to the judging panel on why their 
entry should win. The winners will be announced in 
September. 

Stage 3: There will also be a People’s Choice Award in 
each category with great prizes on offer. It’s voted for  
by the public so you’ll have a chance to have your say 
on your favourite entry. 
 
 
 
 

To enter
Go to taxsuperandyou.gov.au/competition and 
submit your entry online or print an entry form to submit 
your entry via mail. 

Competition closes 23 August 2019. 
Terms and conditions apply.

Calling all high school 
students!

Are you a creative genius 
who can generate buzz 
about tax and super?

You are? Great – show us 
your ideas for a chance to 
win some great prizes.
We want to see your creative ideas about the  
value of tax and super in the community.

You can Write It, Make It or Film It. 
You don’t have to be a tax expert to take part,  
and thinking outside the box is strongly 
encouraged.

There are two categories:
■ Junior (Year 7– 9)
■ Senior (Year 10–12)

You will not only get an insight into the value 
of tax and super, but you could also have the  
chance to win a share of over $6,000 in prizes.
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COMPETITION

3 June – 23 August, 2019


